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Policy context



EU funding landscape to support clean energy 

For Direct 
Investments

- Recovery and 
Resilient Facility
- Cohesion Policy 
Funds (ERDF, 
ESF)
- Just Transition 
Mechanism - JTF 

To leverage 
private 
investments

- EIB- InvestEU 
(Sustainable 
Infrastructure 
window and 
SMEs window) 

For Research 
& Innovation 

Horizon Europe 
Cluster 5 -
Destination 4 : 
Buildings and 
Industry 

To address 
Market 
Barriers

- LIFE – Clean 
Energy Transition 
& Climate 
Mitigation and 
Adaptation
- LIFE – Circular 
Economy & 
Quality of Life 

For Technical 
Assistance 
and Advisory

- ELENA Facility
- Technical 
Support – 
Cohesion Policy



• Continuation of market uptake Coordination and Support Actions under Horizon 2020- Energy Efficiency 
• 7 years budget of almost €1 bn

LIFE- Clean Energy Transition 



•Market uptake actions under the predecessor programmes 
- Intelligent Energy Europe (2003-2013) 
- Horizon 2020 Energy Efficiency (2014-2020) - Coordination and Support Actions 

•Key objective: creating market & regulatory enabling conditions for the clean 
energy transition with the focus on non-technological aspects 

The sub-programme on Clean Energy Transition 



LIFE-CET: Other Actions Projects – 
continuation of the H2020 CSA type of projects 

Develop and replicate EU-wide best practice on EE and RES policy and address market barriers identified in 
the Call for Proposal 

This implies: 

- creating large, European, multi-actor project’s consortium for- EU-wide validation & replication of results,

- responding to detailed call requirements drafted in response to the specific policy needs 

- intensively interacting with European policy-making process and actively feeding back to policy development 

Also: 

• No equipment costs, no direct investments in infrastructure, mainly labour costs; 

• A significantly higher associated organisational coordination effort; 

→ Justify a high co-funding rate of 95%.



• break market barriers that hamper the socio-
economic transition to sustainable energy 

• address the shifting needs and barriers for the 
uptake of energy efficiency 

• ensure that EU funding makes a real impact on the 
ground 

• support directly the uptake and implementation of 
EU legislation, targets and initiatives 

Excellent proposals support the mission of 
the programme 

Capacity 
building 

Enabling 
Policy 

Energy 
Savings 

Investment 
mobilised



For real impact (on the ground) 

Objectives 

• “Reduction of time for renovation works on the building site” 

• “Increased rate of transformation of energy audits into 
concrete measure implementation” 

• “Number of policies/plans/strategies established” 

• “Quality of the measures presented in updated Skills 
National Roadmap(s)” 

• “Delivery of adequately tailored innovative financing 
schemes that are operational” or “Integrated Home 
Renovation Services implemented, operational and tested” 

• “Demonstration of the effectiveness and replicability of the 
proposed solutions among energy poor households” 

• “Energy savings/renewable energy” 

• “Investments in sustainable energy triggered” 

Capacity 
building 

Enabling 
Policy 

Energy 
Savings 

Investment 
mobilised



AREAS OF INTERVENTION 
Building a national, regional and local policy framework supporting 
the clean energy transition 

Accelerating technology roll-out, digitalisation, new markets, 
services and business models and enhancement of the related 
professional skills on the market 

Attracting private financing for sustainable energy 

Supporting the development of local and regional projects 

Involving and empowering citizens in the clean energy transition 

LIFE- CLEAN ENERGY TRANSITION



Building a national, regional and local policy framework supporting the clean energy transition 

LIFE-CET CALL TOPICS 2021 

LIFE-2021-CET-LOCAL: Technical support to clean energy transition plans and strategies in 
municipalities and regions 

LIFE-2021-CET-POLICY: Towards an effective implementation of key legislation in the field of 
sustainable energy 

LIFE-2021-CET-GOV: Multilevel climate and energy dialogue to deliver the energy Governance



Accelerating technology roll-out, digitalisation, new markets, services and business models and 
enhancement of the related professional skills on the market 

LIFE-CET CALL TOPICS 2021 

LIFE-2021-CET-BUILDRENO: Large-scale rollout of industrialised deep renovation solutions 

LIFE-2021-CET-AUDITS: Uptake of energy audits recommendations for the energy transition of companies 

LIFE-2021-CET-VALUECHAIN: Fostering sustainable energy uptake along the whole value chain in industry and services 

LIFE-2021-CET-BUILDSKILLS: BUILD UP Skills – rebooting the National Platforms and Roadmaps 

LIFE-2021-CET-COOLING: Facing the increase in cooling demand of buildings in the coming years 

LIFE-2021-CET-SM ARTSERV: Establish innovative business models and contractual schemes for smart and sector-
integrating energy services 

LIFE-2021-CET-SMARTREADY: Creating the conditions for a global improvement of smart readiness of European 
buildings



LIFE-CET CALL TOPICS 2021 

LIFE-2021-CET-MAINSTREAM: Mainstreaming sustainable energy finance and integrating energy performance in EU 
sustainable finance criteria and standards 

LIFE-2021-CET-INNOFIN: Innovative financing schemes for sustainable energy investments 

Attracting private financing for sustainable energy 

Supporting the development of local and regional projects 

LIFE-2021-CET-HOMERENO: Integrated Home Renovation Services 

LIFE-2021-CET-HOMERECOM: EU community of "Integrated Home Renovation Services" practitioners 

LIFE-2021-CET-COALREGIONS: Community-driven clean energy transition in coal, peat and oil-shale regions 

LIFE-2021-CET-PDA: Disruptive PDA – Technical Assistance to advance market boundaries for sustainable energy 
investments



LIFE-CET CALL TOPICS 2021 

LIFE-2021-CET-ENERPOV: Addressing building related interventions for vulnerable districts 

LIFE-2021-CET-ENERCOM: Developing support mechanisms for energy communities and other citizen-led initiatives 
in the field of sustainable energy 

Involving and empowering citizens in the clean energy transition



More information 

• All Calls for proposals are published on the Funding & Tender portal: 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/life2027 

• LIFE webpages https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life_en 

• Multi-Annual Work Programme 2021 - 2024 

• Detailed presentation recording and slides per CET topic!  

• How to write an excellent proposal 

• eGrants Online Manual: 
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/display/OM/Online+Manual

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/life2027
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life_en
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/display/OM/Online+Manual


Call LIFE CET 2021 
Information sources and support 

as well as… 

• LIFE Info Days !

And: 

• Project database: CORDIS for H2020 

• Information portals: BUILD UP, 
ManagEnergy 

• CINEA Clean Energy newsletter:            
Do not miss any news: Register for 
updates and success stories: 
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life/about-
life/life-newsletter_en 

Single entry point for Call and Applications:

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life/life-support-applicants_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life/about-life/life-newsletter_en


Month 9 

Informing 
Applicants 

Grant Agreement 
Signature 

Month 0 
= Call deadline 

Admissible 
Eligible 

Award Grant 
Preparation 

External 
Experts 

Evaluation process



Keep in touch with us 

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life/clean-energy-transition_en/ 
CINEA-LIFE-CET@ec.europa.eu 
CINEA-LIFE-ENQUIRIES@ec.europa.eu 

@CleanEnergy_EU, @LIFEprogramme 

European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency 

LIFE youtube channel

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life/clean-energy-transition_en/
mailto:CINEA-LIFE-CET@ec.europa.eu
mailto:CINEA-LIFE-CET@ec.europa.eu
https://twitter.com/cleanenergy_eu?lang=de
https://twitter.com/LIFEprogramme
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cinea-european-climate-infrastructure-environment-executive-agency/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-htisi9TeqdRkTTpNtznrg
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